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Most of the tips below are drawn from repair
jobs that have passed through our workshops
since the last bulletin.

Rattle Those Push Rods.

Most older British engines have side covers
which allow access to the cam followers. These
covers are notorious for oil leaks. The last thing
you want to do is disturb them if they are not
leaking. When you pull the cylinder head off, the
push rods have to come out and sometimes they
draw the cam followers out with them. You then
have to pull the side covers off to reinstall the
cam followers and go through the agony of
resealing the side covers. The simple solution is
to remove the rocker gear before lifting the head
and then 'rattle’ the push rods sideways to break
the film of oil that holds the push rod and cam
follower together.

The Accelerator Cable Trick.

Do you disconnect the accelerator cable from the
carburetor linkage when you remove the engine
or take the head off your Sprite or Midget? If
you do, there is an easier way. All you have to
do is unhook the inner cable at the accelerator
pedal end with a pair of pliers. It only takes a
few seconds to remove and replace as long as
your car is fitted with the original specification
accelerator cable that fits through the hole in the
bulk head. The other benefit of this method is
that you never have to reset 'full throttle'.

Sealing Leaky Oil Filters.

Whilst we are talking about engine oil leaks, we
may as well tackle the mother of all oil leaks,
the cartridge oil filter! There are three ways to
overcome the problem. Firstly, if the canister is
sealing OK before you start, DO NOT attempt to
fit a new 'O’ ring. Secondly, if you do need to
fit a new 'O' ring there are three different
thicknesses (.065", .090" and .130") depending
who manufactured the filter head fitted to your
car. Of course, 'Murphys Law' guarantees you
get the wrong '0O" ring supplied with each new
filter. At Gillspeed we can supply all three sizes.
The third solution is to fit a Gillspeed 'spin on'
oil filter conversion kit and solve all these
problems for ever. They are easy to fit yourself
at home and the replacement filters are cheaper.

Broken Inlet Manifolds.

It is very common for inlet manifold lugs to
break off on Sprites and Midgets and to a lesser
extent on larger MGs. They are more likely to
break if extractors have been fitted. The reason
is that the flange on the extractors is usually
thicker than the flange on the inlet manifold.
When the standard 'thick’ manifold washers are
tightened up on these uneven flanges, the
washer ends up being tight on the thick
extractor flange but loose on the thinner inlet
manifold flange. When vou consider how much
leverage is exerted on the inlet manifold flanges
by the heavy twin carburetors and air cleaners,
it is easy to see why the alloy cracks and
breaks. The simple solution is to bend the
'thick’ washer as shown in the sketch below.
This results in even pressure being applied to
both flanges.

Heavy Duty Or Heavy Duty?
We recently had an MGC arrive with an over
heating problem. The previous owner had fitted
a newly reconditioned ‘heavy duty' radiator. It
was certainly in excellent condition but seemed
to have too few tubes and fins. Our radiator
specialist confirmed our suspicions. Heavy duty
has two meanings. To a truck radiator repairer
‘heavy duty’ means mechanically strong enough
to withstand the wear and tear of a road train
pounding across corrugated dirt roads in central
Australia. These radiators use thicker materials
and fewer tubes and fins per inch for maximum
strength. They require a large frontal area to
give adeguate cooling. This was the type of core
fitted to the MGC. What the MGC needed was
'heavy duty’ radiator in terms of increased heat
dissipation. This was achieved by fitting a new
core with extra water tubes and more fins per
inch. The problem was solved. If you have an
overheating 1275 Midger, MGA fitted with a
MGB motor, or a race car that runs too hot,
we can supply this type of core for your car.
P.T.O.






