SPHITE & MIDGET Gilispeed Bulletin No.8

December 1991

Quite a few readers have phoned asking about
'missing’ Gillspeed Bulletins. A list of bulletins
issued to date appears below. . . .

No. 1 January 1991 Sprite & Midget topics.
MNo. 2 January 1991 Sprite & Midget topics.
MNo. 3 Easter 1991 Sprite & Midget topics.
No. 4 June 1991 Sprite & Midget topics.
No. 5 June 1991 MG Car Club issue.
No. 6 August 1991 Sprite & Midget topics.
No. 7 September 1991 MCB topics.

No. 8 December 1991 Sprite & Midget topics.
No. 9 December 1991 MCB topics.

If you have any missing copies in your
collection, please phone Bob Gill or Derek
Bayliss at Gillspeed on (03)95680688 or FAX
(03)95680043, or write your name and address
and the bulletin numbers required on the back of
an envelope addressed as follows and mail it to:

‘Reply Paid 13'
Gillspeed Sportscars.
48 Regent St.
Oakleigh. Vic. 3166.

NOTE - No Postage stamp required.

Cool Fix For Hot Midgets.

1275 Midgets fitted with ‘cross flow' radiators
are notorious for overheating in summer. This
can lead to blown head gaskets, cracked exhaust
valve seats and even piston skirts that melt onto
the cylinder walls. To overcome these problems,
Gillspeed has produced heavy duty c/o radiators
with an extra row of water tubes. In addition, all
water tubes have 16 louvered cooling fins per
inch. These high efficiency radiators look
standard, but give you around 30% extra cooling
capacity.

Special Tuning Head Washers

Have you ever noticed how the flat washers used
under the 3/8 UNF cylinder head nuts on Sprites
and Midgets are always squashed? This can
reduce the cylinder head stud tension, which in
turn can lead to blown head gaskets. A set of
special tuning heat treated flat washers from
Gillspeed solves the problem. When tensioning
the cylinder head nuts we recommend you start
at 20 LB FT and then increase the torque in 5
LB FT intervals up to 40 LB FT. (45 if studs
have a drilled mark on the fine thread end).

Clouds Of Blue Smoke.

Does your 1275 motor suddenly cough and
splutter on the freeway and then blow out clouds
of blue smoke? The usual cause is the 'beer can
like oil separator on the front timing cover. The
wire gauze which is supposed to be positioned at
the top of the 'beer can' falls to the bottom.
This allows the prevailing flow of air to the PCV
valve to draw engine oil up the gauze, through
the hose and PCV valve. From there it goes
into the inlet manifold and combustion chamber,
thus causing the cloud of blue smoke.

The fix is simple. Make a small hook on the end
of a coat hanger and plunge it down through the
gauze to the bottom of the 'beer can'. When you
withdraw the coat hanger, the hook will draw
the gauze back up to the top of the 'Beer Can',
leaving the correct air gap at the bottom. Hook
a few loose strands of the gauze out and over
the outlet, then refit the rubber hose. This will
prevent the gauze falling down again.

Sprite/Midget Trade-A-Lens.

Nothing looks worse than dull old tail lamp
lenses on a freshly painted sportscar. Provided
your old lenses are still roadworthy, you can
trade them in on new lenses at Gillspeed, save
some money and have a brand new looking car.

Leaking Crankshaft Seals.

It is quite common for high mileage Sprite and
Midget engines to leak engine oil from the rear
main bearing 'Labyrinth' seal.

This is usually caused by excessive wear in the
rear main bearing journal. The wear allows the
threaded 'windback' machined into the crankshaft
to wear away the rear main bearing cap. This
extra clearance means the 'Labyrinth' seal will no
longer work. The correct fix for this problem is -
to strip the engine and rebore the main bearing







