Flbw To Avoid
Meltmg Your Engine.

If you are just starting out in rrio't"br's'ﬁéﬂ
the following information will help you

make the right decisions and get the best
pemfonnance from your car.

Motor sport is great fun if your car is reliable. . . .

Most sportscars. will run around town all day without too many problems. However, once you
start driving flat out around a racetrack any faults will become very obvious very quickly,
Engine overheating is a common problem. Overheating at racing speeds is usually caused by a
combination of incorrect fuel mixtures and inappropriate ignition timing. It can also be caused
by an inadequate cooling system: If your car overheats ‘you can have your radiator and
thermostat tested. If the radiator is sub-standard you eould consider installing a Gillspeed
‘super-core’ radiator. These have an extra row of water tubes and extra cooling fins. If
(}verheating persists, then the next two things to check are the carburqttur_s and the distributor.

DISTRIBUTORS: Old worn out dlsmbutor advance mechanisms tend to allow the dtstnhumr
to ‘over-advance” the 1g;mtlun at low RPM and cause pre-ignition. You could ‘retard” the static
ignition timing to overcome the pre-ignition on acceleration, however this would also retard the
engine at high PRM and so lead to overheating at racing speeds. The simple and correct “fix’ is
to have the distributor advance curve checked and revised to suit your driving requirements.

SU CARBURETTORS: SU carburettor needles and jets tend to tub together. This causes
wear which allows excessive fuel into the engine.. The engine tends to run roughly and blow
black smoke out the exhaust at idle. You can adjust the'SU mixture nut to achieve a smooth idle,
however because of the design of the SU carburettor, this will make the carburettors run lean
(too. Itttlle fuiel) throughout the entire RPM range. Since the last thing: you need is a lean mixture
at racing speeds, you need to consider fitting new filel metering needles and jets or perhaps even
completely reconditioning the carburettors..........






